CROSSING  A  POLITICAL  HIGH  DIVIDE             171

a glorious victon- given up by my own troops after they had won it, and

it is to be accounted for on the ground of the partial demoralization caused
by the plunder of the enemy's camps, and from the fact that the men under-
took to judge for themselves when it was proper to retire/

Lincoln telegraphed Sheridan October 22nd; *With great pleasure 1 tender
to you and your brave army the thanks of the nation, and my own personal
admiration and gratitude, for the month's operations in the Slienandoah
Valley; and especially for the splendid work of October ipth, 1864,"

CHAP TEH   XXII
CROSSING  A  POLITICAL  HIGH  DIVIDE
BEFORE boarding a train in Washington for the journev to Chicago to report
for newspapers the Democratic National Convention, young Noah Brooks
in a White House visit heard Lincoln say: *Thev must nominate a Peace
Democrat on a war platform, or a War Democrat on. a peace platform; and
I personally can't say that I care much which they do/ In the same Wigwam
in Chicago where Lincoln had been nominated for the Presidency in June
of "60, the convention met August 29th of '64, a boiling kettle of partisans
that included. Peace Democrats, War Democrats, Whigs, Know-Nothings,
Conservatives, States* Rights extremists who endorsed the doctrine of
secession, millionaires in broadcloth, run-down politicians in paper collars,
men who had braved the wrath of violent communities and suffered for the
rights of free speech and a free Press* and a remnant of Confederate loyalists
who necessarily could not be open in their efforts.
The delegates were called to order by August Bclmont of New York
City, a German-born Jew, head of the American branch of the Rothschild
international banking house, president of the American Jockey dub, chair-
man of the Democratic National Committee, saying: 4We are here not as
war democrats nor as peace democrats, but as citizens of the great Republic.
which we will strive to bring back to its former greatness and prospcrityf
without one single star taken from the brilliant constellation that once
encircled its beautiful brow, [Cheers]. ... Under the blessings of the
Almighty, the sacred cause of the Union, the constitution and the laws,
must prevail against fanaticism and treason/ Belmont dwelt oa Tour years
of misrule, by a sectional, fanatical and corrupt party* having brought the
country to 'the very verge of ruin*.
Governor Horatio Seymour of New York took the gavel as permanent